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Spatial asymmetry in changes to the socio-economic potential
and resilience of Ukraine’s regions amid full-scale war

M. I. Melnyk, 1. V. Leshchukh

Purpose. The purpose of the article is to identify the features of spatial asymmetry in changes to the socio-

economic potential and resilience of Ukraine's regions under conditions of the full-scale war, as well as to
substantiate the key factors that determine the differentiation of regional adaptive capacity, financial self-

sufficiency, and structural resilience.

Methodology. The methodological basis of the study is a comprehensive approach combining the provisions of
regional economics, spatial development theory, resilience theory, and systems analysis. The research employs
statistical and comparative analysis to assess interregional differences in demographic, infrastructural,

financial, and economic transformations. The study uses indicators such as changes in the de facto population,

the concentration of internally displaced persons, the scale of infrastructure losses, the share of official transfers
in local budget revenues, and the level of economic diversification. Methods of generalization, synthesis,

structural analysis, and graphical visualization are applied to identify spatially differentiated models of
regional transformation under wartime shocks.

Findings. The study demonstrates that the full-scale war has become a factor of profound transformation

of Ukraine's socio-economic space. It has intensified demographic losses, caused large-scale destruction of
industrial, social, transport, logistics, and energy infrastructure, deepened financial disparities among regions,

and increased migration vulnerability. The most severe losses of socio-economic potential are observed in

frontline and partially occupied regions, where human capital has declined, production capacity has been

destroyed, transport and social infrastructure have deteriorated, and local financial self-sufficiency has
weakened. At the same time, relatively safe rear regions have become centres of population concentration,

business relocation, financial resource accumulation, and economic activity. The research identifies spatially
differentiated models of territorial social and financial return, including financially resilient regions, financially
degraded regions, and transitional regions that combine high security risks with a relatively preserved capacity

for economic functioning. It is substantiated that economic diversification is one of the key determinants of
regional resilience, as it increases territories’ ability to adapt to shocks, maintain economic activity, and
reduce dependence on individual sectors. Additional factors undermining resilience include migration losses,

shrinking labour potential, youth and skilled labour outflow, population ageing, energy instability, and growing
dependence of communities on external financial support.

Originality. The scientific novelty of the study lies in substantiating the spatial asymmetry of changes in the

socio-economic potential and resilience of Ukraine s regions under conditions of full-scale war. The article

develops an analytical approach to identifying spatially differentiated models of territorial transformation

based on demographic, infrastructural, financial, and structural indicators. The study also highlights the

relationship between territorial financial capacity, economic diversification, migration vulnerability, and
regional resilience in the context of long-term military shocks.

Practical value. The practical significance of the results lies in their applicability for improving state regional
policy under wartime and post-war recovery conditions. The findings may be used to develop differentiated policy
instruments aimed at supporting regions with critical losses of socio-economic potential, strengthening local
financial capacity, reducing interregional disparities, stimulating economic diversification, and increasing the
adaptability of regions and communities to long-term security, demographic, and socio-economic challenges.

Keywords: spatial asymmetry, socio-economic potential, regional resilience; territorial disparities; territorial
financial capacity; economic diversification, state regional policy.

Introduction

Full-scale war has been one of the most significant shocks to Ukraine’s socio-
economic development since independence. Not only have the hostilities resulted in
significant casualties and large-scale destruction of industrial, social, transport,
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logistics, and energy infrastructure, they have also fundamentally transformed the
spatial organization of the economy and the system of interregional links. The
war has exacerbated regional disparities in socio-economic development, intensified
demographic, infrastructural, financial, and security imbalances, and led to the
emergence of new centres of concentration of population, economic activity, and
resources.

Issues of spatial asymmetry in changes to the socio-economic potential and
resilience of Ukraine’s regions are becoming particularly relevant in the current
circumstances. The uneven nature of the damage, the scale of migration losses, the
concentration of internally displaced persons, business relocations, transformations
in labour markets, and regional financial capacity result in regions having
significantly different capabilities to adapt to the impacts of the crisis, sustain
economic activity, and ensure recovery processes. Meanwhile, the war has brought
to the fore the issue of preserving the functional integrity of the country’s socio-
economic space and has highlighted the need for new approaches to ensuring
Ukraine’s balanced spatial development.

Literature Review

The issue of spatial disparities in territorial development has traditionally been
an important focus of research for Ukrainian scholars. The theoretical and applied
aspects of regional development, territorial disparities, and spatial integration
are addressed by E. Libanova and I. Bystryakov (2025), A. Cherchata (2025), A.
Mosin (2025), and other researchers. These studies pay considerable attention to the
factors underlying the emergence of interregional imbalances and the concentration
of economic activity, human capital, and financial resources.

In recent years, research into regional and local resilience has intensified
significantly. I. Storonyanska and H. Voznyak (2025), M. Melnyk (2023), L. Zomchak
(2025), and other scholars substantiate the conceptual foundations of the resilience of
endogenous territorial development, identify the key factors in regions’ adaptation
to crisis impacts, and examine the role of economic diversification, human capital,
institutional capacity, and financial resilience in ensuring territories’ ability to
recover from shocks.

A separate area of current research involves studying the socio-economic
consequences of the full-scale war for Ukraine. In particular, T. Vasyltsiv and O.
Mulska (2025) examine the issues of demographic losses and forced migration, K.
Prytula (2024) examines the transformation of the transport and logistics system
and business relocation, O. Levytska [(2024) examines the transformation of
regional labour markets, and V. Yasnetskyy (2025) examines the financial capacity
of territories in the context of military challenges.

Meanwhile, the issue of spatial asymmetry in changes to the socio-economic
potential and resilience of regions under the influence of military shocks remains
underresearched and requires further academic analysis.

Purpose of the Study

The purpose of the article is to identify the features of spatial asymmetry
in changes to the socio-economic potential and resilience of Ukraine’s regions
under conditions of the full-scale war, as well as to substantiate the key factors
that determine the differentiation of regional adaptive capacity, financial self-
sufficiency, and structural resilience.

The methodology of the study is based on the integration of regional economics,
spatial development theory, the concept of resilience of socio-economic systems, and
the systems approach. This research logic makes it possible to consider Ukraine’s
regions not merely as administrative-territorial units, but as complex open systems
whose capacity for adaptation, recovery, and maintenance of core functions changes
significantly under the influence of wartime shocks.
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Methodology

To achieve the aim of the study, a set of general scientific and special research
methods was applied. In particular, statistical analysis was used to assess quantitative
changes in the demographic, financial, infrastructural, and economic potential of
the regions; comparative analysis was employed to identify interregional differences
and the differentiation of territorial development trajectories in the pre-war and
wartime periods; and structural analysis was applied to determine changes in regional
financial capacity and economic diversification. The indicator framework of the
study includes changes in the de facto population, the concentration of internally
displaced persons, the scale of infrastructural losses, the share of official transfers
in local budget revenues, and the level of regional economic diversification. Methods
of generalization, synthesis, and graphical visualization were used to interpret
the obtained results and to distinguish spatially differentiated models of regional
development transformation under conditions of full-scale war.

Results and Discussion

Full-scale war has led to an unprecedented decline in the socio-economic potential
of Ukraine’s regions, as reflected by the large-scale destruction of industrial, social,
transport, logistics, and energy infrastructure, the loss of human capital, a decline
in economic activity, and increased interregional development disparities.

Changes in the spatial distribution of the country’s human potential are a
particularly apparent consequence of the war. Large-scale migration, demographic
losses, and the concentration of human resources in relatively safe regions have
significantly altered the configuration of Ukraine’s socio-economic space.

An analysis of the number of declarations of a primary care doctor choice, which
can be used as a proxy indicator of the de-facto population, reveals an increase in
the spatial unevenness of its distribution. In particular, the coefficient of variation
in the number of declarations increased from 44.7% in 2021 to 52.2% in 2026 and
from 43.5% to 50.7% when excluding data for Kyiv (National Health Service of
Ukraine, 2026). This trend indicates growing interregional disparities in population
concentration, the displacement of a significant proportion of residents to relatively
safer areas, and a decline in the human potential of certain frontline regions.

The growing demographic asymmetry in regional development is largely caused
by large-scale migration and an overall population decline. According to various
estimates, between 28 and 31 million people were living in the territory controlled
by Ukraine as of early 2026, which is 6-10 million fewer than in the pre-war 2019
(Yakobchuk, 2025). This has resulted in a significant territorial redistribution of
the population. The largest increase in the share of the population within the overall
Ukrainian demographic structure (estimated figures) was observed in relatively
safe rear regions and large urban centres. In particular, the proportion of Kyiv’s
population increased from 9.9% in 2019 to 13.3% in 2025, that of Lvivska oblast —
from 6.1% to 8.3%, Odeska oblast — from 6.3% to 7.5%, Volynska oblast — from
2.4% to 3.3%, and Ivano-Frankivska oblast — from 2.0% to 2.4% (Svyrydova,
2025; On approval of the Strategy of Demographic Development of Ukraine until
2040, 2024). In contrast, the regions most affected by hostilities experienced a
sharp population decline. For instance, the share of Donetska oblast in the total
population of Ukraine fell from 5.3% to 0.8%, that of Hersonska oblast — from
2.5% to 0.4%, Zaporizka oblast — from 4.4% to 2.7%, and Harkivska oblast —
from 7.5% to 6.8% (Svyrydova, 2025; On approval of the Strategy of Demographic
Development of Ukraine until 2040, 2024). This indicates the emergence of a
new spatial configuration of the country’s human potential, a concentration of
the population in the rear regions, and increased demographic imbalances between
different parts of the country.
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Internal forced migration has become a significant factor in transforming human
potential. As of May 2026, the number of internally displaced persons exceeded
4.6 million. The highest concentration of IDPs was observed in Harkivska (11.0%),
Donetska (10.8% in the territory controlled by Ukraine), and Dnipropetrovska
(10.83%) oblasts (Information and Computing Center of the Ministry of Social
Policy, Family and Unity of Ukraine, 2026), which together accounted for almost
a third of all internally displaced persons in the country. The concentration of
wounded servicemen undergoing treatment and rehabilitation in local medical
facilities places an additional burden on these territories. Consequently, there is a
significant increase in the pressure on housing, social, healthcare, and public utility
infrastructure, local labour markets, and public service delivery systems.

Alongside the loss of human potential, the war has caused widespread destruction
to the material foundations of socio-economic development across these territories.
The uneven concentration of destruction to industrial, social, transport, and energy
infrastructure has become one of the key factors contributing to the deepening
spatial asymmetry in the socio-economic potential of Ukraine’s regions.

According to estimates by international partners, Ukraine’s direct losses
resulting from the full-scale war had exceeded $195.1 billion by late 2025, while
total economic losses had exceeded $667 billion. At the same time, reconstruction
and rehabilitation needs could reach $587.7 billion over the next decade, with the
largest share going to transport infrastructure (over 16%), the energy sector (over
15%), and housing (almost 15% ) (Huba, 2026; World Bank, 2026).

However, the war has caused not only large-scale direct destruction but also
significant indirect economic losses. According to estimates by the KSE Institute
(UAprom, 2026), the total amount of indirect financial losses to the Ukrainian
economy could reach $1.7 trillion in terms of revenue or $598.7 billion in terms
of value added by the end of 2026. Analysts predict that productive economic
sectors will suffer the greatest indirect losses: trade ($696 billion in lost revenue),
industry, construction, and the service sector ($646 billion), as well as agriculture
($82 billion). Evidently, the highest concentration of losses will continue to affect
the frontline and border regions of Ukraine, where ongoing hostilities, systematic
missile attacks, and disrupted logistics networks will further erode productive
capacity, reduce transport accessibility, and worsen living conditions for the
population.

Ukraine’s industrial sector suffered particularly heavy losses. Total direct
losses to industry and trade are estimated at $19.2 billion, with over 80% of the
losses concentrated in frontline and formerly industrially developed regions — Done-
tska, Harkivska, Zaporizka, Mykolayivska, and Kyivska oblasts. The main factors
contributing to these losses were the destruction of production facilities, a decline in
domestic and external demand, disruptions to logistics chains, energy constraints,
and the loss of access to part of the raw materials supply (World Bank, 2026).

Ukraine’s mining and metallurgical sector is one of the hardest-hit industries.
Ukraine has lost around 40% of its steel production capacity as a result of the
destruction of Azovstal and Ilyich Iron and Steel Works of Mariupol. Steel production
volumes fell from 21 million tonnes in 2021 to around 7 million tonnes in 2025,
i.e. by almost 65% . Meanwhile, exports of mining and metallurgical products fell
by around 70% (UAprom, 2026), while a significant proportion of production and
raw materials remain in the temporarily occupied territories or have been lost as a
result of the hostilities.

Ukraine’s social infrastructure has suffered significant damage from the
hostilities. As of late 2025, around 14% of the country’s housing stock was damaged
or destroyed, affecting over 3 million households (Huba, 2026). The areas closest
to the front line have suffered the greatest damage: over 50% of the housing stock
in the towns and villages of the frontline zone has been damaged or destroyed,
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while in Syevyerodonetsk, damage affected around 90% of residential buildings.
Bahmut and Maryinka remain almost completely destroyed (Andriyenko, Horyunov,
Marshalok, T., et al., 2026). As a result, direct losses to the housing sector exceeded
$60 billion (Huba, 2026), while indirect losses are estimated at a further $26.8 billion
(Andriyenko, Horyunov, Marshalok, T., et al., 2026) and include increased costs of
supporting the sector, additional expenditure by the population on housing rent, as
well as costs for the dismantling and removal of construction waste resulting from
shelling of residential infrastructure.

Healthcare systems have also suffered significant losses. Destruction or
damage to healthcare facilities has been recorded in 19 regions of Ukraine, with the
highest concentration of damage reported in Donetska, Harkivska, Mykolayivska,
Luhanska, and Zaporizka oblasts.

Moreover, the war has led to significant spatial polarisation of the healthcare
system’s staffing potential (Figure 1).
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Figure 1. Spatial transformations of staffing potential and network of primary healthcare providers in the
regions of Ukraine, 2026 against 2021 (as of the start of the year)
Compiled by the authors based on the data from URL: https://nszu.gov.ua/dashboards/statistika-podanix-
deklaracii-pro-vibir-likaria-per

The sharpest decline in the number of primary care doctors occurred in frontline
regions: Donetska (-499), Hersonska (-176), Harkivska (-165), and Luhanska (-148)
oblasts. This confirms the large-scale outflow of medical staff from areas of high
security risk, the destruction of medical infrastructure, and the deterioration of
healthcare system functioning conditions.

Meanwhile, it is worth emphasising that regional transformations in healthcare
staffing are heterogeneous. While there has been an overall decline in the number
of doctors and healthcare providers in frontline regions, some areas are showing the
opposite trend. In particular, a significant increase in the number of doctors and
healthcare facilities is recorded in Dnipropetrovska oblast, which is attributed to
its transformation into a key medical support hub for Ukraine. The region serves as
one of the main centres for providing emergency care to wounded military personnel
and civilians, and it also receives the largest influx of internally displaced persons
from frontline areas. Similar processes are also typical for the rear Kyiv, as well as
Kyivska and Odeska oblasts.

Around 3,800 educational establishments were damaged or destroyed as a result
of the war, with the greatest losses suffered in Donetska, Harkivska, Hersonska,
Mykolayivska, and Luhanska oblasts.
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Ukraine’s transport and logistics infrastructure has suffered significant destruc-
tion. As of early 2026, the sector’s total direct losses are estimated at $40.3 billion,
with the railway infrastructure, local roads, and highways being the most affected.
Around 60% of the sector’s losses are attributed to the blockade of Black Sea ports
and disruptions to export logistics (World Bank, 2026), which has led to a sharp
increase in transport costs, difficulties in foreign trade, and exacerbated structural
imbalances in Ukraine’s spatial development. Indirect losses in the transport sector
are estimated at a further $60.2 billion. Airfields, as well as railway, port, and
road infrastructure, are badly damaged (Andriyenko, Horyunov, Marshalok, T., et
al., 2026). In particular, 19 of Ukraine’s 35 airfields have been damaged. Following
the blockade of sea routes in March 2022, Ukrainian exports fell by almost 50%.
Public transport systems in the frontline regions have effectively been destroyed. In
particular, by early 2026, around 60% of public transport had been lost in Donetska
oblast, while the figure was over 70% in Luhanska oblast (Andriyenko, Horyunov,
Marshalok, T., et al., 2026). This has significantly restricted the population’s
transport mobility, access to basic services, the functioning of local labour markets,
and opportunities for economic activity in the affected areas.

The energy infrastructure has also suffered extensive damage. Indirect losses in
the energy sector are estimated at $75.3 billion (Andriyenko, Horyunov, Marshalok,
T., et al., 2026). A significant proportion of the country’s power generation capa-
city has been damaged or destroyed as a result of the russian federation’s massive
attacks on energy facilities. The Zaporizhzhya NPP, which provided more than
10% of the Ukrainian power grid’s capacity prior to the outbreak of full-scale
war, remains under occupation, posing additional risks to the country’s energy and
nuclear security.

According to estimates by international organisations (Huba, 2026), around
75% of all damage accounts for frontline areas, which indicates the extremely
uneven geographical distribution of the destruction and increasing territorial
disparities in socio-economic development.

Therefore, the war has not only created a spatial asymmetry of losses in the
socio-economic potential of the regions, but has also significantly affected their
ability to ensure economic recovery, accumulate financial resources, and maintain an
adequate level of functioning of local economic systems. One manifestation of such
transformations is a shift in the level of territories’ social return, which is largely
determined by their ability to generate financial resources independently and to
sustain the functioning of the local economy without being critically dependent on
external support. That is why the share of official transfers from central authorities
in the structure of regional local budget revenue is selected as one of the key
assessment indicators.

The results of the calculations (Figure 2) demonstrate significant transforma-
tions in the financial capacity of Ukraine’s regions and a growing asymmetry in
their social returns amid full-scale war.

The analysis shows that there are several spatially differentiated models of the
transformation of territories’ social return.

Firstly, a distinct ‘financial resilience pole’ is emerging, comprising mainly the
western regions and parts of the central regions. These areas are characterized by
a decline or relative stabilization in the share of official transfers in the structure
of local budget revenue. In particular, the share of transfers fell by 19.3 p.p. in
Ternopilska oblast, by 14.7 p.p. in Volynska oblast, by 14.0 p.p. in Chernivetska
oblast, and by 13.9 p.p. in Zakarpatska oblast. This trend indicates that these
territories have maintained or increased their own revenue base, have adapted their
local economies more effectively to the conditions of war, and have been able to sustain
economic activity and generate tax revenue even in the face of major crises. In the
context of social return, this means maintaining the ability of territories to sustain
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Figure 2. Transformation of the share of official transfers from central authorities in the revenues of local
budgets in Ukraine’s oblasts as an indicator of changes in these territories’ social and financial returns,
2021 and 2024

Compiled by the authors based on the data from URL: https://mof.gov.ua/storage/files/2 Budget of
Ukraine_2021.pdf; https://mof.gov.ua/storage/files/Badgef%200f%20Ukraine2024.pdf

the functioning of the economy, the labour market, the business environment, and
local financial systems without being critically dependent on centralized support.

Kyiv stands out as the least dependent on intergovernmental transfers of all
territories in Ukraine. Between 2021 and 2024, the share of transfers in the capital’s
local budget revenue fell from 14.3% to 8.9% (-5.4 p.p.). This consolidates Kyiv’s
position as the country’s key generator of financial resources, its most financially
autonomous centre, and the region with the highest concentration of economic
activity, jobs, businesses, and tax revenue. Meanwhile, this concentration of financial
capacity in the capital city further exacerbates spatial disparities in development and
the asymmetry of social returns between different parts of the country.

Secondly, a ‘financial degradation pole’ is emerging, comprising primarily
regions of active hostilities and areas with a high proportion of occupied territory.
The most significant changes are recorded in Luhanska (+37.8 p.p.), Hersonska
(+24.0 p.p.), and Donetska (+20.5 p.p.) oblasts. In these regions, the share of
transfers in the structure of local budget revenue in 2024 ranged between 60%
and 88%, confirming a substantial loss of their own revenue base as a result of
the destruction of economic potential, a decline in business activity, and a critical
narrowing of opportunities for the territories to finance themselves. Essentially,
this involves transforming local budgets from systems that accumulate their
own resources into systems that primarily rely on external financial support. In
terms of social returns, this reflects a sharp decline in the ability of territories to
independently sustain economic, social, and service functions.
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Thirdly, a separate analytical group comprises so-called ‘transitional’ regions
located in areas of high security risk but exhibiting mixed trends in financial capacity
and social return, primarily Harkivska, Mykolayivska, and Zaporizka oblasts.
Despite constant security pressures, proximity to the combat zone, infrastructure
damage, and the partial occupation of territories, these regions retain a relatively
greater capacity to sustain economic activity, generate their own tax revenue, and
ensure the functioning of the local economy. In particular, the share of transfers in
the revenue structure of local budgets in Zaporizka oblast increased by 12.0 p.p. in
2024 against 2021, which is significantly lower than in Luhanska (+37.8 p.p.) and
Hersonska (+24.0 p.p.) oblasts, despite a high level of territorial occupation (74.8%).
This indicates that the impact of the war on the financial resilience and social
returns of Ukraine’s regions is uneven. Consequently, the extent to which regions
lose their financial self-sufficiency is determined not only by their geographical
proximity to the front line, but also by the structure of their economy, the degree
of its diversification, the concentration of business activity, the role of the defence-
industrial complex, the adaptability of local economic systems, and the regions’
ability to integrate new economic functions amid the war.

In terms of social and economic resilience of regions, the authors’ previous
research on the resilience of endogenous regional development in the face of global
challenges and shocks (Statistical collection of the Ministry of Finance of Ukraine
«Budget of Ukraine — 2024», 2025) shows that the level of diversification of a
region’s economy is one of the key drivers of resilience. A diversified economic
structure ensures greater adaptability of territories to crises, reduces dependence on
certain types of economic activity, and creates the conditions for sustaining economic
activity even in the face of major external shocks. Conversely, the economy’s reliance
on a single sector significantly increases the regions’ vulnerability to military,
energy, logistical, and industrial crises, limiting their ability to recover quickly
and adapt structurally. Consequently, assessing changes in the level of economic
diversification across Ukraine’s regions in the context of a full-scale war makes
it possible, among other things, to identify the specific patterns of change in the
resilience of these territories under the influence of military shocks.

In 2023, the highest levels of economic diversification (in terms of the volume
of goods, works, and services sold) were recorded in Luhanska, Ternopilska,
Chernihivska, Hmelnytska, Vinnytska, Harkivska, Kirovohradska, Hersonska,
Poltavska, Ivano-Frankivska, Rivnenska, Sumska, and Mykolayivska oblasts, where
the rate exceeded 0.7 (Figure 3). Interestingly, the most significant increase in the
diversification rate was observed in Luhanska, Chernihivska, and Poltavska oblasts.
However, the nature of the changes in economic diversification varied across these
regions. A high level of diversification in central and relatively safe regions stems
from a more balanced economic structure, while in certain frontline areas this is
largely attributable to a sharp decline in the dominant economic activities, the
breakdown of traditional industrial specialisation, and the forced transformation of
the economic structure as a result of the war.

However, the most negative trend was recorded in Donetska oblast, where the
level of economic diversification fell by 0.15 points. Significant declines were also
observed in Chernihivska, Lvivska, Zakarpatska, Zhytomyrska, Vinnytska, Odeska,
and Kyivska oblasts. This suggests that structural imbalances are intensifying,
economic activity is becoming concentrated in a narrower range of sectors, and the
risk of regions losing their economic resilience is increasing.

Ongoing security risks and energy instability have a significant impact on
resilience. According to the Kyiv International Institute of Sociology, the main
factors contributing to public fatigue include fear for one’s life and safety,
constant shelling, economic hardship, and problems with electricity and heating
supplies (Hrushetskyy, 2026). Large-scale attacks on energy infrastructure lead
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Figure 3. Changes in the level of economic diversification in Ukraine’s regions as an indicator of their
structural resilience (based on the volume of goods, works, and services sold), 2021 and 2023
Compiled by the authors based on the data from URL: https://stat.gov.ua
Note:
*due to the limited availability of statistical data under conditions of temporary occupation and active
hostilities, certain indicators for Luhanska and Hersonska oblasts for 2023 have been estimated by the authors;
** closer to 1 — greater diversification; closer to 0 — greater economic monoculture.

to disruptions in the operation of businesses, transport, social services, and public
utilities, thereby exacerbating the instability of the functioning of territories.

The increased vulnerability of regions to migration and the loss of human
capital are key factors in the decline of their socio-economic resilience. According
to various estimates, Ukraine’s population has fallen by 6-10 million people since
the start of the full-scale war (Mulska, Bil(!, Leshchukh, Baranyak, 2025a), while
the number of internally displaced persons was over 4.6 million (as of May 2026)
(Internally displaced persons: analytical dashboard]. Information and Computing
Center of the Ministry of Social Policy, Family and Unity of Ukraine, 2026), and the
number of forced migrants abroad was around 6.9 million. Meanwhile, a survey of
local governments shows significant internal differentiation in demographic trends
at a local level: some communities, particularly rural ones, even in deep rear areas,
are experiencing a population decline of 8-16 %, while some territories (mainly large
cities and their agglomerations) are demonstrating population growth of 5-15% due
to internal migration and the influx of IDPs (Mulska, Billl, Leshchukh, Baranyak,
2025b). This suggests uneven adaptation capacities among communities, a widening
of demographic imbalances, and added pressure on local social, housing, and utility
infrastructure systems.

Further threats to the socio-economic resilience of communities include a
decline in the labour potential, an outflow of young people and skilled workers,
an ageing population, reduced local budget revenues, and increased dependence on
external financial support. However, only a quarter of local governments consider
their communities to be institutionally capable of promptly responding to migration
challenges, while almost 65% of Ukrainian communities require external resources
to ensure an effective response to crisis processes (Mulska, Bill!, Leshchukh,
Baranyak, 2025a).

Conclusions and Directions for Further Research

The study confirms that the full-scale war has been a factor in the profound
transformation of the country’s socio-economic space, as evidenced by the uneven
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distribution of demographic losses, the scale of destruction to industrial, social,
transport, logistics, and energy infrastructure, changes in the financial capacity of
territories, increased vulnerability to migration, and the deepening of inter-regional
development imbalances.

The frontline and partially occupied regions of Ukraine have suffered the most
severe losses in terms of socio-economic potential, with a critical decline in human
resources, the destruction of the industrial base, the deterioration of transport and
social infrastructure, and a significant reduction in the financial self-sufficiency
of these territories. Conversely, relatively safe rear regions are experiencing a
concentration of population, businesses, financial resources, and economic activity,
exacerbating spatial disparities in development and shaping a new configuration of
Ukraine’s socio-economic space.

The results of the study show the emergence of spatially differentiated models
of territories’ social returns. In particular, the study identifies financially resilient
regions, characterized by the preservation or strengthening of their own revenue
base and their ability to sustain economic activity even in wartime, as well as
financially degraded regions, where the destruction of economic potential has led
to a significant increase in dependence on intergovernmental transfers and external
support.

Prospects for further research on this topic are related to the development
of tools for a differentiated state regional policy aimed at reducing inter-regional
development imbalances, supporting territories with critical losses of socio-economic
potential, strengthening the structural diversification of the economy, boosting
local financial capacity, and enhancing the adaptability of regions and communities
to long-term security-related, demographic, and socio-economic challenges.
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Meabnuk M. L., Jlemyx I. B. IlpocTtopoBa acumerpisi 3MiHH COLiaIbHO-eKOHOMIYHOI0 MOTeHUiady Ta
Pe3UJILEHTHOCTI perioHiB Ykpainu B yMoBaxX NOBHOMACIITA0HOI BiliHH

Mema. Memoiw cmammi € 8usigneHHs 0coOIUBOCHEl NPOCMOPOBOL ACUMEMPIi 3MIH COYIANbHO-EKOHOMIYHO20
nomeHyiany ma pe3unvEHmMHoCmi pecionie Yxpainu 6 ymosax nosHomacuimaoHol 6itinuy, a maxoxc 0OIpyHmMy68aHHs
OCHOBHUX YUHHUKIB, WO BU3HAYAIOMb OUpepeHyiayito adanmugHol cnpomModicHocmi, (iHaHcosoi camodocmamuocmi
ma cmpykmypHoi cmitkocmi pe2ioHis.

Memoodonozisa. Memooonoziuny 0cHO8Y OOCHIONCEHHS CIMAHOBUMb KOMAIEKCHUL NIOXI0, WO NOEOHYE NOJLONCEHHSL
pecionanvHoi eKOHOMIKU, Meopii npoCmopo8o2o po36UMKY, Meopii pe3ulbeHMHOCME Ma CUCMEMHO20 ananizy. Y
00CRIOAHCEHHT BUKOPUCIIANO MEMOOU CIMAMUCIUYHO20 MA NOPIGHAILHO20 AHANIZY OJisl OYIHIOBANHS MIJCPELIOHANLHUX
BIOMIHHOCMEL Y 0eMO2PApiUHUX, IHDPACMPYKMYPHUX, QIHAHCOBUX MA eKOHOMIYHUX mMpaHcopmayisnx. [l ananisy
3ACMOCOBAHO MAKI NOKAZHUKU, SIK 3MIHU Oe-(DaKmo YUCeibHOCMI HACENeHH, KOHYEHMPAayis GHYMPIUHbO0 NepemilyeHux
oci6, macumadu iHpacmpyKmypHux émpam, yacmka oQiyiuHux mpancgepmis y doxodax micyesux 6100cemie i
pisenb exoHomiuHoi Ousepcuikayii. Memoou y3azanvHeHHs, CuHme3sy, CmpyKmypHO20 ananizy ma spagiynoi eizyanizayii
BUKOpUCIAHO 05l i0enmuikayii npocmoposo oughepenyitioganux mooenetl mpanchopmayii pe2ionis nio enaueom
B60CHHUX UIOKIG.

Pesynomamu. Y 0ocniodicenni 0ogedeno, ujo nosHoMacuimadHa iiiHa cmaind YuHHUKoM 2nubokoi mpancghopmayii
coyianvHo-ekonomiuno2o npocmopy Ykpainu. Bona nocununa oemozpaghiuni empamu, cnpusununa macuimaone
PYUHYBAHHS NPOMUCTIOB0I, COYIaNbHOL, MPAHCROPMHO-TOICIMUYHOL MA eHepeemudHol iHpacmpyKmypu, no2aubuia
hinamncosi oucnponopyii midxc pecionamu ma niOSUWULA MiZpayitiHy epasiusicmes mepumopitl. Hatibinowi empamu
COYiaNbHO-EKOHOMINHO20 NOMEHYIATY CHOCMEPI2alombCsl Y NPUPGPOHMOBUX | YACMKOBO OKYNOBAHUX Pe2IOHAX, Oe
8I0OYI0CS CKOPOUCHHS TTOOCLKO20 KANIMATLY, PYUHYBANHS 6UPOOHUYOL 6a3u, decpadayis mpaHcnopmuoi ma coyianbHoi
iHghpacmpykmypu, a makooic nociabients Qinancosoi camodocmamuocmi mepumopii. OOIPyHmMOBAHO, WO eKOHOMIYHA
ougepcuirayis € 0OHUM 3 OCHOBHUX OeMePMIHAHMIE PE2IOHANLHOI PE3UTbEHMHOCMI, OCKIIbKU NIOBUUYE 30AMHICTb
mepumopitl a0anmyeamucs 00 WOKig, NIOMPUMYSAMU eKOHOMIYHY AKMUBHICMb | 3MEHULY8AMU 3ALENHCHICb 8I0
OKpeMux cekmopis.

Opuzinansuicms. Haykoea noeusna 00cniodcents nousieae 6 00IPYHMYSanHi NpoCmopoeoi acumempii 3min
COYIanbHO-eKOHOMIYHO20 NOMEHYIANY Ma Pe3UNbEHMHOCMI pe2ioHie YKpainu 6 yMoeax no8HOMACutmabHoi siunu. Y
cmammi po3euHymo ananimudHull nioxio 0o idenmuikayii npocmoposo Oupepenyitiosanux mooenei mepumopiaibhoi
mpancghopmayii Ha 0cHOBI democpaghiuHuX, IHPPacmpyKmypHux, Qinancosux i cmpykmypHux inoukamopis. Takooic
AKYEHMOBAHO 83AEMO38 130K MIJC (DIHAHCOBOIO CRPOMOICHICIIO MEPUMOPIll, eKOHOMINHOIO dusepcugpikayicio,
MiepayiiiHoo 8pa3iusicmio ma peioHanrbHOI0 Pe3ULbEHMHICIIO 8 YMOBAX MPUBATUX BOCHHUX ULOKIB.

Hpakmuuna yinnicms. [Ipakmuyune 3navenns pe3yibmamise 00CAIONCEHHA NONAALAE 8 MOICIUBOCMI iX
BUKOPUCIANHSL OJI5L BOOCKOHANEHHS OePAUCABHOI Pe2lOHANILHOL NOIIMUKU 8 YMOBAX GilIHU MA NOBOEHHO2O BIOHOBNEHHSI.
Ompumani pe3ynbmamu MoxHcyms 6ymu 3acmoco8ani s po3poonents ougpepeHyitio8anux iHcmpymeHmie norimuxi,
CIPAMOBANHUX HA NIOMPUMKY PECIOHI8 3 KpUMUYHUMU 8MPAMAMU COYIATbHO-eKOHOMIYHO20 NOMEHYIANy, 3MiYHeHHs.
Micyesol (piHAHCOBOI CNPOMOICHOCTI, 3MEHUEHHS MIJNCPE2IOHATIbHUX OUCAPONOPYILl, CIMUMYIIOBAHHS eKOHOMIYHOT
ousepcuixayii ma nioguuyeHHs a0anMueHOCMI pecioHis i 2pomad 00 00820CMPOKOBUX De3NEeKOBUX, 0eMOZPaAPIUHUX
i coyianbHO-eKOHOMIYHUX BUKIUKIG.

Knrouosi cnosa: npocmoposa acumempis, coyianbHO-eKOHOMIYHUL NOMEHYIAN; pe2iOHAlbHA CMIUKICMb,;
mepumopianohi oucnponopyii; Qinancoguil nomenyiar mepumopii, eKoOHOMIYHA Ougepcudirayis, oepicasna
pecioHaNbHAa NONIMuUKaA.
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